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workshop on compliance will be able to generate answers, not merely suggestions.
With the direction of this book and its authors, such a hope could become a reality.
HENRY R. BLACK
Department of Internal Medicine
Yale University School ofMedicine
ORGANIZATION OF EMERGENCY MEDICAL CARE: THE SOVIET EXPERIENCE. Edited by
L.B. Shapiro and I.A. Ostrovskii. Baltimore, The Johns Hopkins University Press,
1976. 165 pp. $10.00.
Hospital emergency departments play an increasingly important role in serving
emergency and non-emergency medical needs of the public. Reports on how foreign
medical services solve the numerous problems of delivery of emergency care might
provide a welcome source of fresh and useful ideas in this field. Unfortunately,
Organization of Emergency Medical Care: The Soviet Experience does not fulfill
such expectations.
The small text, translated and published under a National Science Foundation
grant, is peppered with polemics against medicine as practiced in "western capitalist
nations." In reporting statistics of trauma (Russian newspapers are the reference
sources cited), actual numbers of injuries in western countries are presented, while
percentages only are given for eastern nations.
Organization of Emergency Medical Care is a translation of the Russian text
published in 1969, carrying references no later than 1965. At that time, at least, soviet
treatment of emergencies in major cities was based on the principle of Skoraya, i.e.,
transport of expert care to the patient-not the reverse as practiced in western
countries. According to the text, many hours might be spent administering to patient
needs prior to transport to hospital. In my opinion this would place an enormous
strain on medical staff capacity, no matter how broad. All readers would readily
agree. with the author's conclusion that ". . . progress depends upon quality and
amount of treatment administered on the spot and enroute... ." However, nowhere
in the book is there documentation of the efficacy of Skoraya compared to the
alternative system of rapid transport with simultaneous stabilization, cardiopulmon-
ary resuscitation, etc., as required.
The text also contains chapters describing treatment of trauma, cardiovascular
disease, cerebrovascular disease and poisoning. These reviews are seven to ten years
old and thus are oflittle more than historical interest. In addition, drug nomenclature
is of a foreign variety and recourse to foreign drug indexes is necessary for product
identification.
SAUL LANDE
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contained in this volume. The paper is of good quality; the printing is clear; the 200
figures are well reproduced; efficient use is made of 86 tables.
Three main topics are presented: (1) meningiomas; (2) misdiagnosis of multiple
sclerosis; (3) forensic problems in neurosurgery. The last portion ofthe book contains
free communications. All papers are in English and occasional problems in transla-
tion are noted with the text becoming somewhat cumbersome and stilted at certain
points.
In the first section of the book, the diagnosis and treatment of meningiomas are
well covered. A discussion of malignant meningiomas and their ultrastructural
aspects is given. Several papers deal with the clinical course ofmeningiomas as well
as the occurrence of multiple meningiomas. A good section on meningiomas of the
sella region and the microsurgical approaches to such lesions are presented. There are
several contributions apropos of meningiomas of various locations including en
plaque meningiomas, basal meningiomas, tentorial meningiomas and meningiomas
ofthe posterior fossa. Although most meningiomas occur in adults, those presenting
in childhood are discussed as well.
"Multiple Sclerosis: Misdiagnosis" is the title of the second section ofthe book. In
general this part deals with the problems in the differential diagnosis of multiple
sclerosis, the most tragic consequence of which is missing space-occupying lesions
amenable to neurosurgical intervention. A fine review ofneuropathological processes
and an in-depth discussion ofcerebrospinal fluid alterations in multiple sclerosis are
given. The role ofcerebral somatosensory-evoked potentials in the diagnosis ofspinal
lesions, particularly multiple sclerosis, is noted. The incidence of misdiagnosis of
"cerebral multiple sclerosis" (0.6%) is presented and primary and secondary neo-
plasms, hydrocephalus, arachnoiditis and basilar impression are reported to be the
cause of the symptomatology. Similarly, the misdiagnosis of"spinal multiple sclero-
sis" (5 to 6%) is discussed and intraspinal neoplasms, cervical myelopathy and spinal
angiomas are noted to be the underlying pathology. The importance ofmyelography
in the evaluation of such patients is stressed.
Surprisingly,.the latter portion of the second section contains a series ofpapers on
meningiomas dealing with calcification and ossification ofmeningiomas, alterations
of the bone structure of the skull with meningiomas and the role of brain scanning
and angiography in the diagnosis of meningiomas. Although interesting, why these
papers are placed in the section on multiple sclerosis is unclear.
The third section consists of several papers on forensic problems in neurosurgery.
Liability in neurosurgery and legal responsibility in neurosurgical intensive care units
are discussed. As these papers are written in the context of the German judicial
system, they are of limited use to a reader from another country.
Free communications constitute the last section of the book. The topics covered
range from the action of serotonin on the blood-brain barrier, to the treatment of
spasticity, to a discussion of criminal conduct and cerebral tumors.
In general the main strength of this volume is the number of papers on meningio-
mas. The quality varies somewhat from one paper to another; however, the amount
of useful information contained overall is impressive. Several ofthe figures are mis-
labeled, but this does not significantly detract from the book. I would recommend
this reference volume to medical libraries as well as to those in the clinical
neurosciences.
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